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Scottish Universities Physics Alliance 

Scottish Research Pools 

The current Scottish Pooling initiatives are: 

Scottish Universities Physics Alliance (SUPA)  - one of the founding pools 

ScotCHEM  

WestCHEM  

EaStCHEM  

Edinburgh Research Partnership in Engineering and Mathematics (ERP)  

Glasgow Research Partnership in Engineering (GRP)  

Marine Alliance for Science & Technology for Scotland (MASTS)  

Northern Research Partnership (NRP)  

Scottish Alliance for Geoscience, Environment and Society (SAGES)  

Scottish Institute for Research in Economics (SIRE)  

Scottish Universities Life Sciences Alliance  (SULSA)  

Scottish Imaging Network:  A Platform for Scientific Excellence  

Scottish Informatics and Computer Science Alliance (SICSA) 



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance 

Å  SUPA l will  

Åpool and enhance Scotland's strongest physics 

research to develop international leadership 

Åprovide a magnet for researchers and sponsors 

worldwide 

Scottish Universities Physics Alliance: 

A Partnership for Excellence 

SUPA I 
(Scottish Universities Physics Alliance) 

A Partnership for Excellence 



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance 

       SUPA I 

SUPA l ï funded  for a start in 2005 £14.1M (58% from 

Scottish Higher Education Funding Council) ending 

2010 then extended to 2011 
 

SUPA l ï 6 Universities: Edinbugh, Glasgow, Heriot-Watt, St Andrews, 

Strathclyde, University of West of Scotland 

 

5 funded themes + Graduate School 

Å Astronomy and Space 

Å Condensed Matter and Materials Physics 

Å Nuclear and Plasma Physics 

Å Particle Physics 

Å Photonics 

 

Å Plus subtheme of PP and Astro ï TEOPS (Technology for 

Experimental and Observational Physics in Scotland) which 

involved the Astronomy Technology Centre in Edinburgh. 

 



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance 

Vision of SUPA 

Aim:  

SUPA 1 will place Scotland at the forefront of research in 

physics in the UK  

 

2008 UK Research Assessment Exercise 

Å Three departments in Scotland were ranked 7th equal or 

better (out of 42), led by St Andrews standing at equal 2nd 

with Cambridge and Nottingham, 

 

Å Edinburgh 6th and Glasgow equal 7th. 

  

ÅHeriot-Watt Physics improved significantly, rising to equal 

15th place, on a par with Oxford and Southampton.  

 

ÅCollectively, SUPA has more high quality activity than 

Cambridge. 

SUPA 



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance 

         SUPA II 

SUPA ll ï funded to start winter 2009 £48M (33% from 

Scottish Funding Council), for 7 years,  so overlap 

with SUPA l 
 

SUPA lI ï Two More Universities: Aberdeen and Dundee 

 
Å extra themes 

ÅPhysics and Life Sciences (PaLS) 

ÅEnergy 

 

Å Plus extension of TEOPS subtheme, renamed SPARK (Scottish 

Physics and Astronomy for Research and Knowledge exchange) 

More investment in people overall but particularly in  

Å PaLS  and  

Å Nuclear (SCAPA: The Scottish Centre for the Application of 

Plasma-based Accelerators) 



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance 

Current SUPA network 

 



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance 

SUPA  successes 

Å~ 12 international high flying professorial 
appointments, ~ 50 other academics/senior fellows 

ÅApprox 50 prestigious fellowships (Royal Society, 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, UK Research Council 
{EPSRC, STFC}, ERC etc) 

ÅApprox 8 Royal Society/Wolfson Merit Awards 
(salary enhancements for 5 years to top class 
researchers)  

Å3 elections to the Royal Society 

Å Increased grant income overall (£27M/year to 
£41M/year over period) 

ÅNew evolving areas ï Astrobiology, Energy and 
Physics and the Life Sciences 

 



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance 

SUPA  successes 

ÅVery successful Graduate School (Director Avril 

Manners) 

 

ÅGrowing Knowledge Transfer (KT) although this 

was not explicitly funded initially. 

 

ÅEnhanced collaboration stimulated winning of 

RCUK Science Bridges Award ï Strathclyde, 

Glasgow, Heriot Watt and St Andrews with 

Stanford and Caltech 



Scottish Universities Physics Alliance 

Graduate School - Remit 

Technical Courses across themes 
Å Astronomy / Space Physics 

Å Condensed Matter & Materials Physics 

Å Energy 

Å Nuclear and Plasma Physics 

Å Particle Physics 

Å Photonics 

Å Physics and Life Sciences 

Transferable Skills 
 

Workshops, Summer Schools,  
Meetings, Distinguished Visitors 
 

×Prize Studentships 
 
 


